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Volume 60 of the Advances in Limnology covers the
Proceedings of the Ninth International Symposium on
the Biology and Management of Coregonid Fishes, held
in Olsztyn, Poland, 21–27 August 2005. In total, the 40
papers reﬂect research progress in the ﬁelds of genetics,
biology and management of coregonid ﬁshes worldwide.
Despite the fact that coregonids comprise only about 30
species in three genera occurring in Eurasia and North
America, there are a large number of research groups
exploring phylogeography, life history, population
dynamics, artiﬁcial propagation and ﬁsheries of Cor-
egonus stocks. The symposium held for every 3 years,
and its subsequent proceedings thus support discussion
and dissemination of the most recent research results on
this ﬁsh family.
In the present issue, the ongoing interest in the
evolutionary biology of the highly plastic coregonid
ﬁshes is reﬂected by nine papers dealing with genetics.
Alan Hudson et al. review in detail the geography and
adaptive radiation in coregonines after deglaciation of
the Northern Hemisphere. Using genetic, morphological
and biogeographical data, they conclude that hybrid
swarm and genomically driven reinforcement appeared
to be most prevalent in the coregonids. Putative cases of
sympatric speciation were also identiﬁed. In a second
review, Stott and Todd discuss the use of numerous
genetic markers to elucidate the coregonid problem, i.e.,
deﬁning boundaries among the highly variable corego-
nid taxa. Furthermore, six studies from East Europe and
one from North America speciﬁcally highlight recent
genetic analyses from less commonly studied coregonid
species and forms, for example Coregonus subautumnalis
(Politov et al.), Coregonus ussuriensis (Baldina et al.) or
Coregonus lavaretus nelmuschka (Borovikova et al.).
The 14 papers in the second section of the volume
focus on biology, life history and population dynamics.
This part is highly heterogeneous, and topics covered
encompass aquaculture and artiﬁcial propagation of
coregonids, spatial distribution patterns of ﬁsh in lakes,no.2007.11.002diet studies and the predation inﬂuence of cormorants
on coregonids. Dufour and Gerdeaux used stable
isotopes in otoliths to infer the summer depth position-
ing of whiteﬁsh in a French lake. They conclude that
adult whiteﬁsh inhabit water layers close to the
thermocline during summer, whereas the high tempera-
tures experienced by juvenile whiteﬁsh seem to reﬂect an
inshore residence. Cormorant predation was found to be
only a minor source of mortality in seven Polish
whiteﬁsh and vendace populations (Wziatek et al.). In
contrast, Winﬁeld et al. predicted that, without proper
bird management, cormorants will drive the whiteﬁsh
population in the British Haweswater to extinction in
near future.
The third section covers four papers on invasive
species. The section title is a bit misleading since both
Winﬁeld et al. and Wright and Ebener discuss the
impact of non-native aquatic species on native vendace
or whiteﬁsh populations, whereas Salonen et al. and
Museth et al. elucidate the impact of the non-native
whiteﬁsh or vendace on native ﬁsh populations (such as
Artic charr) in Scandinavia.
The ﬁnal two sections deal with ﬁsheries issues on
coregonid stocks in Europe and North America. Among
others, Mu¨ller reported on the re-discovery of the
vanished ‘‘Edelﬁsch’’ Coregonus nobilis in Lake Lucerne.
Gorman and Todd review the history of the shortjaw
cisco (Coregonus zenithicus) in Lake Superior between
1895 and 2003. Finally, Eckmann et al. present a
workshop summary on re-oligotrophication and white-
ﬁsh ﬁsheries management in European prealpine lakes.
In the majority of these lakes, the characteristic
salmonid ﬁsh communities have been re-established
along with the drastic reduction in phosphorus load and
concentration. However, since whiteﬁsh growth, cohort
size and eventually harvest substantially declined below
that level found earlier at eutrophic conditions, a
reduction of phosphorus concentrations below the
management target supporting drinking water supply
and recreation (30mgm3) seems not be necessary. A
decline below 10mgm3 should be avoided since it will
corrupt the commercial ﬁsheries.
In total, the proceedings will serve very well the
requirements of the numerous scientists working with
coregonid populations. However, such a volume would
attract a broader interest if each of the sections were
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subsequent articles and develops perspectives for future
research. Then, continuation of proceedings from the
coregonid conferences will be highly welcome to the
research community.Thomas Mehner
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